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Inagural Welcome
Tabitha G. Jackson, ALS Secretary

Welcome to the Administrative Law Section’s Monthly

Bulletin! We are happy to see you and hope you enjoy the

content from our members, friends, and colleagues. 

 

The members of the Administrative Law Section strive to

encourage, promote, and inspire thoughtful discussion on

how to continuously improve our practice throughout the

State of Florida. In doing so, we have created and

maintained multiple resources for our growing

membership. To begin, we have our quarterly Newsletter,

edited by former ALS Chair and current Chief Attorney for

the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee Jowanna

N. Oates, along with Tiffany A. Roddenberry, Partner with

the Tallahassee branch of Holland & Knight.

JOB OPENINGS



The Newsletter opens with insight from our current Chair Bruce D. Lamb, Shareholder at

Gunster Law in Tampa.  Each Newsletter includes a feature article on some topic of

interest to administrative law practitioners and summaries of recent and noteworthy

administrative law decisions.  We also regularly update our Facebook account with

notable decisions, recent developments in Administrative Law, and of course, the

occasional cute puppy! Please “like” ALS Facebook Page.

What you can expect from our monthly bulletin: 
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Welcome Continued

As we navigate through these crazy COVID times, we have been unable to meet in person

and enjoy catching up with each other, meeting new people, enjoying libations, and

appreciating out-door spaces with live music. That being said, we miss you!  Please share

how you’re getting through these times. Whether it’s cruising down the St. Marks trail (like

member Judge Kilbride) or cruising in your living room on your new Joroto (like our former

chair Judge Chisenhall), we want to hear from you and how you’re maintaining your sanity! 

 

We would love to see your pets, too. We cannot deny that they have been a calming

presence throughout the past year. Please share your thoughts, photos, videos, happy

news, and recent legal (or non-legal) victories with us. Email Maria Pecoraro-McCorkle at

mvpmccorkle@gmail.com. 

 

We hope to see you around and look forward to your good news.

 

 Tabitha G. Jackson, Esq. 

Luks, Santaniello, Petrillo & Cohen

Secretary, Florida Administrative Law Section

Notice about Upcoming CLEs (Administrative,

Regulatory, and Governmental practice areas)

Job Board (government and private sector job openings

for legal assistants, paralegals, and attorneys)

Recent and significant DOAH & Appellate decisions

SFGAP Corner: Where you can find helpful resources and

upcoming opportunities to study for and take the exam

Monthly fitness challenge 

Section Member of the Month

Fur/Water Friend of the Month



Daytona Beach Kennel Club, Inc. v. Dep’t of Bus. & Prof’l Regulation, Div. of Pari-
Mutuel Wagering and Bayard Raceways, Inc. d/b/a St. Johns Greyhound Park, 
Case No. 20-5233RU (Summary Final Order of Dismissal Jan. 8, 2021) – 

In the course of dismissing a rule challenge petition, ALJ Van Wyk noted that “where

an agency statement analyzes existing law, as it applies to a particular set of

circumstances, the statement is not itself a rule and is not subject to the rulemaking

process.”  

Dep’t of Child. & Fam. Servs. v. Thumbelina Learning Ctr. Corp., d/b/a Thumbelina
Learning Ctr. V,
 Case No. 20-3208 (Recommended Order Jan. 27, 2021) – 

ALJ McKinney rejected the Department’s hearsay evidence and found that the

Respondent’s hearing request was timely-filed.  

Dixon v. Dep’t of Agric. & Consumer Servs., 
Case No. 3D20-683 (Fla. 3d DCA Jan. 27, 2021) – 

A panel of the Third District Court of Appeal ruled that a hearing request was

untimely because the Appellant was not entitled to five extra days for mailing.
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Case Updates
Compiled by the Honorable Gar Chisenhall, ALJ



To start off our “Fur Friends of the

Month,” I would like to introduce

“Coco” and our new chickens. For

those of you who haven’t seen

Coco at our ALS events or on our

social media, she is a 15 year-old

Shiatsu mix who enjoys making

new friends, boating, and biking

(via the basket on her mom’s bike). 

Her 4 chicken sisters (Karen, Linda,

Lucy, and Pam) recently retired to

Jackson Ranch in Beachton and

enjoy daily blueberries and

outsmarting the local coyotes.

Editor’s note: Karen is not really a

“Karen,” she is friendly, has never

complained to a manager, and

prefers sunflower seeds over

confrontation.
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ALS Fur Friend of the Month!
Tabitha G. Jackson, ALS Secretary

Job Openings
THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES,

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

The Florida Department of Financial Services, Office of the General

Counsel, is seeking to hire attorneys and senior attorneys in

Tallahassee for both litigation and transactional positions.  For more

information and to apply, please visit 

https://l.fl.bar.associationcareernetwork.com/job/attorneys-and-

senior-attorneys/55724677/.



 ALS member Joaquin Alvarez,

Assistant General Counsel for the Office of

Financial Regulation (based in Orlando) and

his girlfriend Samantha recently traveled to

Cleveland, Ohio for the Holidays. Though

the weather was quite cold, they were able

to enjoy spending time with family and play

in the snow a bit. 

 

Of note, Joaquin’s girlfriend Samantha

(non-lawyer, but arguably smarter than

Joaquin) recently joined the defense

contractor L3Harris as an electrical engineer

in Orlando. Snaps for lawyers and their

better halves! 

To begin our “Good News” column, Vice President of The Florida Bar Foundation,

current Treasurer of the ALS, and Administrative Law Judge Suzanne Van Wyk

recently celebrated a wonderful milestone of her own. Her daughter Kristina Van

Wyk was recently sworn into the City of Tuscaloosa’s Police Department in

November 2020. Below are photos of the swearing in and their beautiful family.
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ALS Good News and Notables
Congratulations, Officer Van Wyk!

Of course, we couldn’t forget to share the cute

puppy they recently adopted. Meet Pancake!

This ridiculously cute photo was taken when she

was just 6 weeks old. Beautiful Pancake is now 4

months old and loving life with her Mom & Dad.

She enjoys a mix of peanut butter and shredded

cheese, her squeaky toy “hedgehog,” walks with

her fam-bam, and searching for treasure in

muddy dirt. (She has not been successful on the

treasure hunting – but we are rooting for

Pancake!)

Winter Fun and New Furry Friends!



On February 5, 2021, the Henry Latimer Center for Professionalism welcomed Judge

Patricia Seitz on its podcast program, "Never Contemplated." Judge Seitz discussed

her incredible career, including being the first female attorney at Steel Hector, the

first female president of the Florida Bar, and her "sisters on the court" at the federal

district court in South Florida. Bonus: It's 1 hour FREE CLE credit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT Never Contemplated: "The Florida Bar’s Henry Latimer Center for

Professionalism presents Never Contemplated, a candid discussion with female

judges from across the state about gender bias, professionalism, and civility in the

judicial system, hosted by Judge Hetal Desai."

 

Check out episodes here: https://www.buzzsprout.com/1319629
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ALS in the Media
The Honorable Patricia Seitz Discusses a

Boundary-Breaking Career



Want to contribute? Have a question? Email

Maria Pecoraro-McCorkle at

mvpmccorkle@gmail.com.
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Coming Next Month!

A must-read interview with DOAH Leadership

The ALS Bulletin
A monthly publication from the Administrative Law

Section of the Florida Bar

ALS IS ONLINEALS IS ONLINEALS IS ONLINE
www.flaadminlaw.org


